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What will you hear when you read this book to a
preschool child?

Lots of noise!

Children will chant the rhythmic words. They'll
make the sounds the animals make.Zoo animals from
polar bear to walrus make their distinctive sounds for
each other, while children imitate the sounds for the

zookeeper.
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What holds more imaginative possibility than a
cardboard box? A stick, a plain old stick is a gateway
to new worlds of play and wonder, where nothing is as
ordinary as it seems. A stick is not just a stick: it's a
conductor's wand, a painter’s paintbrush, a knight's
sword - and anything else you can dream up! The
playtime possibilities of a stick will inspire and delight
any child who has ever journeyed into the world of

make-believe.
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One morning a young boy wakes up to find that
Dad is goneWhen Mom sends the boy to deliver a cake
to Grandma, he decides to cut through the forest, a
route he's been warned not to take. 500n he's off on a
strange, dreamlike journey full of fairy-tale allusions —
a personification of a child’'s anxiety as reflected in the
surreal illustrations of Anthony Browne. It's a haunting
pPlace where nothing is quite what it seems, until the
boy — and the reader — are deeply relieved to arrive at

a warm, welcoming homecominag.
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